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Side door wagon

Passenger Brake combine

Ar avsortment of rolling steck from the pen of Jim
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innovations such as steam locomotives and
bogie coaches on the narrow gauge. After
several visits to Wales, some far-sighted
notabilities of the borough of Wilhelmstal
came to the conclusion, that the Ffestiniog’s
success could be repeated in their region.

Throughout its history the WEK quite
often adopted proven designs from elsewhere
for their purposes. Motive power and rolling
stock came from all over Europe, either being
abandoned by less successful railway

companies (that had to fail because they |

certainly did not put their customers first!)
or - on the other hand - copied from the very
successful and redesigned as necessary in the
WEK’s own works. But there are also
vehicles of genuine WEK design, as for
instance their Janus-faced inspection car.

“slates” (witness the General manager's
affection for Wales!), and the balcony
railing is soldered from 0,2 mm (80thou)
copper wire. It is the challenge of producing
scratchbuilt miniatures, that keeps the
WEK’s workshops busy. Even the barriers
at the level crossing are entirely DIY,
because at the time of construction no
models were available that showed the
guard wires influenced by the forces of
gravity, thus hanging vertically in both
opened and closed position.

Two railway tracks leave Wilhelmstal in
an easternly direction. The one close to the
backdrop rises to the remote tunnel mouth.
Once swallowed by the tunnel, the train
stops and waits in a concealed position.
After reversing a switch the train emerges at

turntable, so that there is almost no wiring to
this fiddle yard. This installation yard has
been greatly inspired by British model
railway practice, of which the WEK's
General Manager has always been a great
admirer!

“Living” Personnel

All the traffic on the WEK could not be
mastered without the help of my ardent work-
fellows. They are in fact animated “Preisers”,
who benefited from some reasonable amount
of microsurgery. One of them stands on the
turntable by the roundhouse and works it by
the crank. He never gets tired because he is
said to refuse union membership! The next is
a shunter, standing on the step of a goods
wagon, giving hand signals to the engine
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